
Activity Kit for A Truck Named Tony                     English and Language Arts 
       
 Art Expression 

Ideas to Discuss: Friendship, Having a Dream, Patience, Handling Rejection 

I. Reading Comprehension 

Do:  Read the blurb on the back of the book 

Tony has never been out of the showroom. Every day he watches trucks and cars go by and he 
dreams. He dreams of driving over bumpy roads and through tall grass just like the purple truck 
with huge tires, a winch, and flashing lights. But one day, a man takes Tony for a test drive. Tony 
is so happy! Until the driver brings him back to the showroom. Day after day, the same thing 
happens. Will Tony ever drive down bumpy roads and through tall grass? Will his dream ever 
come true? 

Discuss: What is this book about? 

Do: Read the book 

Answer: 

1. What was Tony’s dream? 
2. What was stopping Tony’s dream from coming true? 
3. Who was Tony’s friend? 
4. What was one thing Tony’s friend said to him? 
5. How many people took Tony for a test drive before the family came in? 
6. Name two things Tony did with his family. 
7. When the boy started Tony’s engine, where was Tony afraid he was going? 
8. When Tony’s dream came true, what did he say that showed how happy he was? 
9. (a) At the end of the story, what did Tony do every time he passed a purple truck? 
10. (b) Then what did the boy do? 

II. Grammar 

Learn: An action verb is a word that shows what someone or something is doing. There are a 
lot of action verbs in A Truck Named Tony. 
Example: The man raised Tony’s hood and kicked his tires. 
Do: Write down as many action verbs as you can find in the book. 



Learn: Alliteration is when words that begin with the same sound are repeated in a phrase or 
sentence. example: A Truck Named Tony; Tony bopped and bounced over bumpy roads. 

Do: Can you find other examples of alliteration? Write down as many as you can find. 
Hint: Remember what Tony says that shows how happy he is.  
Hint: Think about some of the things Mickey said to Tony.

III. Understanding Concepts 

What do you think? 

1. What makes Mikey a good friend? 
2. Have you ever had to wait a long time to get something you wanted? 
3. When you are disappointed about something, what do you do? 

IV. Vocabulary - learning meaning from context 

What in the world is a winch? Tony said the purple truck had a winch. Find Tony’s winch after 
he is taken to the mechanic.  

Extra: Notice the alliteration in the question. 

V. Express Yourself 

Think: What color would you make Tony? 
Do: Color Tony  

Think: What did you think about A Truck Named Tony? 
Do: Fill in the book report sheet. 
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